
 

 

 

 

 
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL 

Wellington Primary School, Wellington, Hereford HR4 8AZ 

Telephone (01432) 830264    

Mr T Mamak: Executive Headteacher 

Mrs D Hughes: Head of School 

Email:admin@wellington.hereford.sch.uk 

 
Friday 15th May 2020 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 
 
We hope that you and your family are well in these difficult times. 
 
As you are aware, we are trying to put arrangements in place for the return of certain Year groups from 
June 1st. 
 
We have been contacting parents and carers of children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 to find 
out how many children will return to school when their classes open. 
 
While some parents have said that their child will return, others have said that they will wait to see what 
safety measures the school puts in place before they decide. 
 
This is entirely understandable and so I would like to outline what some of these measures may be and 
give you an idea of how the return of pupils will be organised. 
 
It is important to state that whilst the safety measures can be outlined, it is difficult to be clear about the 
timescale for the return of Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 classes because the expected number of 
children will determine which classes will be open and when. This is because we need to match the 
number of pupils we can safely take in against the number of available staff, the constraints of our safety 
measures and the number of classrooms as well as the need to keep provision for the children of key 
workers and vulnerable pupils running. 
 
It is also important to state that when your child returns, it is very possible that he or she will not have 
their usual teacher or be in their usual classroom. 
 
Proposed Safety Measures 
 
In order to manage the safety of the children and the staff, we are proposing the following measures: 
 

 Keeping the number of children in each class low as this will help us to maintain 2 metres between 
each child ( the government says that we can go up to 15 but we shall keep it below that number 
and are currently envisaging a class of 6-8 pupils) 

 Having the same adults with each class 
 Keeping each class separate from other classes 
 Re-arranging classrooms to help with social distancing and removing unnecessary surfaces and 

equipment 



 Ensuring that each child has his or her own resources so that they do not share resources 
 Altering the curriculum activities to enable social distancing and to prevent the use of shared 

resources 
 Altering the timetable to help social distancing 
 Using the outdoors for activities 
 Implementing a one way system within the school 
 Enhanced cleaning during the day for specific areas and equipment 
 Thorough cleaning at the end of the day 
 Staggering break times and lunchtimes 
 Ensuring regular hand washing 
 Ensuring respiratory hygiene through the use of tissues, hand washing and the frequent removal of 

used tissues during the day 
 Implementing a one way system into and out of the school grounds 
 Placing 2 metre markers inside the school and outside the school (for example, on the access paths 

in the school grounds for parents and children) 
 Asking for only 1 parent to bring a child to school 
 Instructing parents to keep symptomatic children or self-isolating children and adults away from 

the school 

Over the next two weeks we will refine these proposed measures and will be exploring others (for 
example, providing packed lunches in order to socially distance at lunchtimes) but we hope that the 
measures outlined demonstrate that the school is putting in place measures to manage your child's safety. 
 
The government guidance states that "We know that, unlike older children and adults, early years and 
primary age children cannot be expected to remain 2 metres from each other and staff" but we are 
keeping the principle of social distancing as an essential guiding principle for our arrangements. It is 
important, however, to note the government's point above. 
 
Once we know how many parents want their children to attend Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6, we 
can plan how many classes can be opened. 
 
As we will be trying to ensure social distancing within classes and as we will still be running classes for the 
children of key workers and vulnerable pupils, we may not be able to open classes for all the year groups 
mentioned (N, R, Yr. 1, Yr. 6). We may find that we only have staff for certain year groups and so we will 
have to prioritise which year groups we can open. 
 
We understand that it may be unhelpful not to know yet which classes will be open but I hope that we 
have explained why we cannot do so at the moment. This is a complex situation and it is important that we 
give it careful consideration. 
 
We would therefore ask for every parent of a child in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 who has not 
yet informed the school if they wish their child to come to school or not from June 1st to let the school 
know by 12.00 p.m Monday 18th May. 
 
Once we know this, we can work out which classes will open and will let you know as soon as possible. 
 
Half Term 
 
As there is a lot to prepare before more children return to school, we will have to close the school over half 
term. 
 



We realise that this may cause inconvenience for some families and apologise but the school will need half 
term to put some of our safety measures in place. 
 
June 1st 
 
We would like to emphasise that June 1st is a provisional date for the return of some children. 
 
Safety conditions have to be the school's priority so if the arrangements are not completed by then, we will 
have to delay the start of the process. 
 
Please be prepared for a staggered start to the process with some classes coming back before others as 
this will help us implement and evaluate our safety measures. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us through the school office if you have any queries or concerns or if you 
wish to make suggestions about measures for the school to consider. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mr T Mamak      Mrs D Hughes 
Executive Headteacher   Head of School 
 
 


